POSTSCRIPT                                141

to the contrary, the peace, the happiness, the
progress of the world, are deeply and universally
involved.

POSTSCRIPT TO THE THIRD LECTURE.

THE sentiments advocated in this Lecture, owing
to the comparative rareness with which the pro-
blem is mooted in this country, require some little
fencing against ambiguity and misunderstanding
If any one imagine that we are here seeking the
origin of all our religious knowledge, he may well be
startled at the conclusions to which we lead him
forward. Viewing the subject in this light, we
should see the pupil we are imagining, first, getting
free from all parental instruction; next, rejecting all
the teaching of books, and the Bible amongst them;
thirdly, repudiating the doctrines of every Christian
community, as well as the catholic tradition of the
Christian world; and then, lastly, throwing himself
entirely upon the subjective intuitions of the hu-
man reason, as his last and only suitable resource.
Now, let it be clearly understood that this is in
no sense whatever the drift or intention of our re-
marks. We are not here seeking the origin of our
knowledge, but the ground of it is subjective certitude,
and this, moreover, not in reference to Christian doc-